
Welcome Guide

Guidelines and tips for promoting your project
1. Develop a newsletter and send it to donors (include the new Advance logo, how to give information, and the Advance number.)
2. Develop partnerships with Annual Conferences in the United States

3. Host United Methodist Volunteers In Mission teams
How to appropriately use The Advance name and the new logo
The logo for The Advance consists of four elements:

1. The Cross and Flame: The Cross and Flame is a registered trademark and the use is supervised by the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church. Visit http://archives.umc.org/interior.asp?mid=1563 to read about its proper use. 

2. The Tilted Vessel: The tilted vessel evokes a pouring out, as we share our gifts and advance hope in Christ’s name. 

3. The headline: The Advance 

4. The tag line: Advancing hope in Christ’s name.
Please do not redraw, move or modify any elements within the logo (including the type).  Do not separate the four elements listed above.

How gifts can be sent through The Advance:
        1.   By Church Offering:

Donors can make your check payable to your local church. Write the name of the ministry and the Advance code number on the check. Drop your gift in any United Methodist church offering plate or give your gift to your church treasurer, so that your church and annual conference will get Advance credit. 

         2.   By Phone:

Credit card gifts can be accepted by phone. The telephone number is: 888-252-6174
          3.  By Mail:

Donors can make checks payable to ADVANCE GCFA. Write the name of the ministry and the Advance code number on the check. Send your check to: 

Advance GCFA
P.O. Box 9068, GPO
New York, NY 10087-9068 

         4.  Give Online:

Donors can give to any of the ministries, missionaries and projects currently supported by The United Methodist Church through Global Ministries. Go to www.advancinghope.org.
Track donations online

1. You can find out which congregations or annual conferences are giving to your project by going to www.advancinghope.org and clicking on “Track Gifts” under the “Gifts at Work” tab.

2. Fill in the fields that you would like to search by.  For example, you can type in your project number and then click on the “Submit” box, and you will be able to see all the gifts made to your project.  You can also search by Church, District, Conference, Project Name, and sort by gift date.

3. This is also a good tool for you to know to which churches to write thank you notes for their donations.
Expectations for this partnership:
In order for project to continue the Advance partnership, the project must:

  1.   Submit a complete annual project report, including a financial report of how

   
   Advance gifts are used.
  2.   Be making progress towards project goals and outcomes

  3.   Show measurable results of progress

  4.   Use gifts according to the purposes listed in the budget of the project application

  5.   Notify the Advance Office if your contact information, including email 
 
   address changes

You can expect that the Advance: 

1. Will work to promote your project through our website and promotional materials that will be sent to every United Methodist Church in the United States

2. May highlight your project, stories, or photos in publications, presentations, or other media.

3. Will update you on how to complete the online annual project report at the end of each calendar year
